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Manager’s Message
Christmas has come and gone and as I write this we are 
already in the second month of the New Year.  

In the last hours of 2019, my family was blessed with the 
arrival of a beautiful baby girl, Daisy Alice, a sister for 
Violet and granddaughter number 2 for David and 
myself. Already in her short life, we have been amazed at 
how she has grown and changed in the 6 weeks since we 
first met her on New Year’s Day. It makes me think how 
quickly time goes by. If you are like me, you will recall 
what seems like a recent event only to find on more 
serious, realistic consideration that in fact 15 or 20 years 
have slipped away.  

Considering how time passes so quickly has prompted me 
to think about the history of Maranatha and the changes 
that have occurred here since its beginnings back in 1982. 
This year it will be 38 years since the then 36 bed facility 
was opened. I don’t know too many details from that time 
but a photo from the 1990s shows the receptionist 
(Marilyn) sitting at her desk, a repurposed Eta Margarine 
box acting as a filing cabinet by her side. I believe in those 
days the kitchen was manned by volunteers on the 
weekends and the one person who did night duty slept 
over, being available if needed, rather than actively 
working through the night as they do now.  

Over the years, both the care facility and the village here 
have grown. In the late 1990s, 4 extra beds were added to 
the facility, en-suites were provided to all rooms (prior to 
this there had been shared bathrooms) and 
Acacia Lodge, a 12 bed serviced apartment 
block was constructed and joined to the main 
building by a covered walkway.   

… continued over page 
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Manager’s Message contd.

When I began working at Maranatha in February 2000, I was one of the two registered 
nurses on staff. The residents in those days were far more able to care for themselves and 
most really only needed assistance with the more complex tasks of daily living, cooking, 
cleaning, laundry and the like so the requirement for trained health care staff was quite 
modest. The area adjacent to Maranatha’s western boundary was a large palm nursery and 
what was then the mostly open farming area of Mango Hill was just starting to become the 
busy residential hub of North Lakes we know today. 

In 2006, the Maranatha care facility expanded again adding a further 40 beds bringing the 
total to 80. During this development, Acacia Lodge - the previously free standing serviced 
apartments, was joined to the main building via an internal ramp and the reception area 
moved from the entrance next to the activity room to its current location.  

The next big change in our history came 7 years ago in 2013 when we merged with the 
larger Christadelphian Aged Care organisation based in Sydney. Prior to this, Maranatha had 
been operated by the Queensland Christadelphian Retirement Villages Corporation 
(QCRVC) and been a stand-alone facility but with the merger we became one of a group of 
homes and have enjoyed the benefits and supports of being part of a larger organisation 
since then.  

In 2014, the facility underwent extensive renovation and any of you who were associated 
with us at that time will remember a year or so of building contractors and the 
accompanying disruption that brings. Every person who lived in the facility at that time was 
moved at least once while rooms were painted and flooring was replaced. Acacia Lodge 
was incorporated into the care facility and people living there could now access help with 
personal and health care rather than only the domestic help previously available. 

August 2016 bought the opening of the latest extension to the facility, the 33 bed Magnolia / 
Lillipilly Wing. This was accompanied by major landscaping work with the building of a 
pond and walkway area at the front of the property.  

Over the years more independent living units 
have been built and existing ones renovated. 
We now have a total of 57 on site.  

From 36 residents in the care facility and 13 
staff we now have 128 residents and 123 
staff (excluding the catering and cleaning 
contractors)  

As I mentioned at the beginning of this 
message, the reason for this trip down 
memory lane is to muse on how quickly time 
passes. There is no stopping it – we blink and 
it’s already tomorrow!  

I guess the secret is to treasure each day as it comes, make the most of it, actively participate 
in life – don’t be a bystander. In no time the years will fly by and like me you will be asking 
yourself “where did the time go?”.    

Kind Regards, Kathy Hallmark - Director of Consumer Care and Services



Retirement Village Message
It’s raining! And how it’s raining. Such wonderful soaking rain bringing with it restoration 
and green grass. The ducks are back and enjoying splashing in the pond. 

We are very happy to let you know that Ryan is going to be a Dad for the very first time. 
Amelia is keeping very well and the baby is due on 13th March. The nursery has been 
painted with lots of pink and there are at least 10 baby name books lying around. 
Congratulations Ryan and Amelia.  

In the meantime, Ryan and Dave are planting a hedge around the new gazebo. I encourage 
you all to take a wander around the pond and enjoy some time relaxing with nature. Just 
keep away from the ducklings, Mum is quite protective. 

Marguerite has increased the variety of the frozen meals available from the café and as a 
special treat Apple Shortcake is now available. Marianne and Anna have put together some 
take away meals such as salads, quiche and lasagne. If you are thinking of taking advantage 
of this service, whether for yourself or a group get-together, please call the office and let 
them know so it can be pre-prepared for you.  

Scams are designed to trick you into giving away your 
money and personal details. They often succeed because 
they appeal to our needs, our fears or desires and they 
look like the real thing. You should ignore suspicious 
emails, letters or phone calls. Keep screen doors locked, 
don’t let anyone you don’t know into your home. Protect 
your identity. Your personal details are private and 
invaluable – keep them that way. Report any strangers to 
Administration or push your INS HELP button and report the incident. 

In all the busyness of life, the blaze of fires, the tumble of floods, the sadness of those who 
live in drought, it is important to take a step back and reflect on the blessings we are given 
every day, living in this beautiful country we call home. 

Six little stories…………. 

• All the villagers decided to pray for rain. On the day of prayer, all the people gathered 
but only one came with an umbrella. That is faith. 

• When you throw babies in the air, they laugh because they know you will catch them. 
That is trust. 

• Every night we go to bed without any assurance of being alive the next morning, but we 
still set the alarm to wake up. That is hope. 

• We make plans for tomorrow in spite of zero knowledge of the future. That is 
confidence. 

• We see the world suffering, but we get married and have children. That is love. 

• Written on a T-shirt, “I am not 80 years old: I am sweet 16 with 64 years of experience. 
That is attitude. 

……………to think on 

Kind Regards, Jane Burns - Senior Manager, Retirement Villages



UPCOMING  
EVENTS

MARCH 
2nd - Residents & Relatives 

Meeting 

4th - Market Day 

11th - Wayne’s Sing a Long 

12th - Maranatha Garden 
Railway: Running Day 

20th - Dawn & John’s Sing-a- 
long: St Patricks Day 

27th - March Birthday Party 
& Concert 

30th - Henny Penny Chicks 
Arrive

APRIL 
9th - Maranatha Garden 
Railway: Running Day 

17th - Dawn & John’s  
Sing-a-long 

24th - April Birthday Party  
& Concert 

29th - Wayne’s Sing-a-long

MAY 
4th - May Day Public 

Holiday 

6th - Wayne’s Sing-a-long 

8th - Dawn & John’s  
Sing-a long 

14th - Maranatha Garden 
Railway: Running Day 

29th - May Birthday Party  
& Concert

News & Upcoming Events

MARCH APRIL MAY

Manny Marianne Gertie

Marjorie Don Jean

Peggie Joy Sylvia

Allan Lorna Maureen

Ann Nadine Lynnette

Carmel Christina Dulcie

Phyllis Lynne Edna

Joyce Richard Des

Manny John

Phyllis

Jean

Betty

Barbara

Evelyn

Lorna

Dinny

Kitty

ILU ILU ILU

Arthur Edna Bruce

Wendy Jay Patricia

Gerry Marjorie

Claire Lorna

Graham Peter

Betty Betty

Cec

John

Ken



DECEMBER 

The year 2019 ended with a fantastic Christmas Party.  
Maranatha Residents, Staff and Volunteers all enjoyed Christmas Carols 
with Wayne, Morning Tea and Christmas gifts provided by the Maranatha 
Fund Raising Committee and Market Day.  
Our Interfaith Group put on a beautiful morning for Maranatha Residents 
including a play and concert. Everyone was very impressed by the 
performance which included some of our Residents and their family members. 
Big thank you to all those that organised and took part in the morning.

Activity Reviews

Christmas Market Day

Christmas School Visit Residents enjoyed being part of the 2020 
Christadelphian Aged Care Calendar photo shoot. 
We met Herbie the ‘Love Bug’ and Independent 
Living Residents enjoyed a photo shoot as ‘Get 
Smart’ Maxwell Smart Agent 86 car which is a red 
Sunbeam Alpine convertible. Residents are enjoying 
turning over the pages of their calendars this year.



Activity Photos - Christmas Party

December 

Birthdays

January Birthdays



Activity Reviews
JANUARY 

And so we begin another year 2020.  

We celebrated Australia Day in true ‘Aussie’ spirit by 
playing indoor cricket which was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all residents. Some batted and some 
bowled, needless to say we had some great laughs. 
Residents reminisced about the days they used to 
play cricket in the backyard. Residents enjoyed an 
Australian poetry reading morning, poems were read 
by Volunteers and Staff.

One Christmas-time, when months 
of drought 
Had parched the western creeks, 
The bush-fires started in the north 
And travelled south for weeks. 
At night, along the river side, 
The scene was grand and strange; 
The hill-fires looked like lighted streets 
Of cities in the range. 

The cattle tracks between the trees 
Were like long, dusty aisles, 
And, on a sudden breeze, the fire 
Would sweep along for miles; 
Like sounds of distant musketry 
It cracked through the brakes, 
And o’er the flat of silvery grass 
It hissed like angry snakes. 

It leapt across the flowing streams, 
And raced o’er pastures broad; 
It climbed the trees and lit the 
boughs, 
And through the scrub it roared. 
The bees fell stifled in the smoke 
OR perished in their hives, 
And, with the stock, the kangaroos 
Went flying for their lives.

One of our Australia Day Poems read out by a VolunteerPoem: A Bush Fire



Activity Photos
Kids Connect

<— Eric Hibbs 
awarded with a 
Medal

Helping Hands 
& enjoying 

walks in the 
sunshine —>

<— David 
Hallmark 
cooking up 
a storm for 
staff

Morning Tea  
with a view    

——>

<— Men’s Group 
with Model Train

We love when dogs come to visit us!

Pastor Pete —>  
(& with resident Mary)

Pastor 
Wendy 
——>



We look forward to celebrating Richard’s 100th birthday on April 11th. 

I am pleased to re-introduce a long serving member of the AACC,  
4064 Corporal Richard S. 

Richard joined the Army when his number came up for National 
Service in February 1941 and was sent to Gaythorne in Brisbane to 
commence his first posting. In 1941, Richard was able to select his 
preference for employment and requested employment as a cook.  
Richard continued employment as a volunteer cook from 1941 to 
1942 (Gaythorne is now Enoggera Barracks).   

Richard has many great memories using the Wiles Cooker and other 
wood fire ovens in the various Messes at Gaythorne. He enjoyed working with the team of 
volunteer cooks in his early days as a private soldier. The groups worked long hours together 
and built a good rapport with each other. All the cooks would stick together and you could 
trust someone would cover for you if there was a problem. 

Richard can recall a particular time, back in 1942, 
when Army announced it was going to commence 
recruiting for personnel to create a Corps for catering. 
Richard was one of the first soldiers to ask about 
joining the new Corps for cooking and food service.   

Richard clearly remembers the bright sunny day he 
was called into his commanders office.  Richard was 
presented with a formal invitation to join the new 
Corps to be named the Australian Army Catering 
Corps. Richard accepted the offer on the spot and he 
became one of the first soldiers to join the Catering 
Corps. Very soon after, towards the end of 1942, Richard received orders and new Corps 
embellishments to commence work in the Catering Corps. It was months prior to the 
Catering Corps being officially raised as a Corps in early 1943. Richard remembers seeing 
presentations from Sir Stanton Hicks during the creation of the Corps and shortly after he 
became the first Director of Catering.   

As a member of the Catering Corps, Richard completed operational service in the Korean 
War. Towards the end of the conflict, Richard and his team of Catering Corps cooks were 
working long hours in the field. At a particularly busy time, the 
cooks were required to make up 200 hot box meals ready for 
the C Company troops whenever they returned from patrol.  

The cooks were making a lot of noise finishing the hot boxes 
when Richard and two others suddenly looked up and noticed 
they were face to face with North Korean troops who were 
looking back down at them. It seems the enemy troops had 
been observing them for some time and were set and ready to 
conduct whatever they had planned. 

Continued over page…

Resident Story - Richard S



It was just luck that Australian troops started returning at that time and they were focused on 
getting to their food. Richard thought it was strange because the returning Australian soldiers 
were overly casual, considering they had just completed a tough patrol. Richard discovered 
from the soldiers that the armistice had been announced and there was a complete cease 
fire. The North Korean soldiers had disappeared when the Australian soldiers returned, 
much to the relief of the cooks. 

Richard next served with the occupation Forces in 
Japan. He worked as a Catering Corps cook in the 
main Officers Mess with Japanese cooks and staff. 
Richard did menu planning and some cooking in the 
Senior Officers Mess, mostly for very senior ranking 
officers; General MacArthur and other senior officers 
associated with the Supreme Commander.  

Richard had worked as an Army cook for 10 years, including two overseas tours, before the 
system finally caught up with him and he was required to undertake training as a cook for 
the first time. He was sent on the first intake of the inaugural cooks course at Wacol, 
Queensland in 1951. He remembers it being an enjoyable course but most of his course 
mates wanted to do the requirements and return back to their units. 

After his cooks course, Richard completed all of his postings in Queensland. Richard was 
considered too old to go to Vietnam and finished up in the Army at Victoria Barracks 
Brisbane in 1975. 

Richard turns 100 years old on 11 April 2020. He has requested to participate in the next 
ANZAC Day march with the AACC Association in Brisbane. Richard also asked if I could get 
him on the mailing list to receive the Corps journal, as he hasn’t been receiving it but would 
like to still be connected with the Corp. 

I presented Richard with an AACC Queensland Association badge, making Richard the 
newest member in the AACC Association Queensland. He was proud to receive the badge 
and showed it to all the other residents in the Aged Care facility.    

Richard’s  full story will appear on podcasts that are to 
be released as we approach the AACC 80th 
celebrations. His full story will also be included in a 
special edition book of our Corps history,  the book to 
be completed for our 80th celebrations. 

I will continue to visit Richard as much as possible. He 
would also love to see any Catering Corps members.  
Any Corps or former serving members are welcome to 
visit him anytime without notice. Similarly, if you are 
travelling past, heading north from Brisbane, Richard 
would enjoy you stopping in for a coffee and saying hi! 

Written by Kim Schneider - Colonel Commandant

Resident Story - Richard S continued



I was born in the Southern part of the Philippines in the 1970s. Our 
hometown is a 4 hours’ drive from the big city and 2 hours flight to the 
Capital Manila.  
There are 6 siblings in the family; I have 4 sisters and one brother. 
My parents used to run a small Lumber business then shifted to a 
sand, gravel and hollow blocks factory which is still operational 
and being managed by my father.  
I completed  my Primary and High School at Notre Dame of 
Tacurong. My parents decided to moved me to big City, which is 
4 hours away from our hometown, to study my Nursing at San 
Pedro College. I stayed in a boarding school where I learnt to be 
independent. Though I also learned some foolishness from my 
roommates, but one student introduced me to Jesus Christ as my 

Lord and Saviour at the age of 17. I finished my Bachelor of Science Nursing in March 
of 1992 then took Board Exam after a year, to qualify as a Registered Nurse.  
I started my nursing career in Brokenshire Hospital in the same city then moved to 
Mercure Hotel as a company nurse. I then joined a non-government organisation as a 
Nurse supervisor overseeing Midwives Birthing Clinics funded by USA.  

I decided to pursue higher education so I enrolled my Masters 
Degree but  didn’t finished it. I want to save money and  explore my 
profession so I applied to be a Clinical Instructor in Nursing. I was 
assigned in Community, Medical Surgical and OB-GYNE wards. 
A dear friend introduced me to my now Joseph and after few 
months of courtship, he proposed and we decided to get married 
in September of 1999. 
We had our beautiful baby daughter after a long wait and we 
named her Hannah Alia (Alia from Amelia remove “ME” and 
Hannah meaning “prayerful”). 

A door opened for us to work and study here in Australia in 2008. We were very 
hesitant at first because of my dream to go to USA. My family came to  Australia in 
November 2008 and I enrolled in Cert 3&4 Aged Care and Diploma of Community 
Services Work at Charlton Brown College, Brisbane at the same time processing my 
RN registration. I eventually had my bridging course in April 2013.  
I believe in the saying that goes, “When blessings comes it pours”. In 2013, I got 
my Australian Nursing Registration then was offered work in a Nursing Home at 
Young NSW. While working with them,  the big favour was, we became 
permanent residents of Australia after only a few months. We moved back to 
Brisbane after finishing my contract with Mercy Health Young. 
I am very passionate about elderly people and I consider them as my family and friends. Hence, I 
continue my work as an Aged Care Registered Nurse. I am very blessed to be part   of Maranatha 
since 14th June, 2016.  

During my free time, I love to do gardening, interior decorating, cooking and 
window-shopping. I enjoyed buying products on sale and send them overseas to my 
relatives and friends. 
We moved to Griffin in 2017 to be near my workplace. We had intruders break in 
during the early weeks after moving to our newly built house, hence we were 
advised to get a   guard dog. We ended up adopting a dog from RSPCA. We named 
him Rocky and he is a Stafford Bull Terrier; they are known to be extremely 
courageous, loyal, playful and affectionate. Rocky is now very much part of our 
family and not just guarding our house.  

We became Australian citizens in 2016 on Australia Day and that was a "Victory Day" for us. 
I will end up with this verse in the Bible: Jeremiah 19:11 says “For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope”. 

Thank you for taking time to read my life story.

Staff Profile - Amelia (RN)   



IF YOU 
EXPERIENCE  

ANY SYMPTOMS 
SPEAK TO  

YOUR DOCTOR. 
FIND OUT MORE

lungfoundation.com.au  
or phone 1800 654 301.

WHO IS AT RISK?

SYMPTOMS

TREATMENT

BARRIERS

HOW DO YOU CATCH IT?

PREVENTION

FAST FACTS

For more information, resources and access to patient support services,   
please contact Lung Foundation Australia.

SUPPORT
i World Health Organization (WHO). Pneumonia fact sheet; September 2016. WHO. Available at http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs331/en/ [last accessed Feb, 2017].  
ii  NHMRC, The Australian Immunisation Handbook, 10th Edition, 2013 (updated June 2015) Chapter 4.13. Available at http://www.immunise.health.gov.au/internet/immunise/publishing.

nsf/Content/7B28E87511E08905CA257D4D001DB1F8/$File/Aus-Imm-Handbook.pdf [last accessed Feb, 2017].  
iii  Lung Disease in Australia, 2014, Woolcock Institute of Medical Research  
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immunise-pneumococcal [last accessed Feb, 2017].  
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Pneumonia_explained [last accessed Feb, 2017].  
vi  Australian and New Zealand Society for Geriatric Medicine. Position Statement – Immunisation of older people. Australas J Ageing 2016: 35(1); 67-73  
vii  Jacups SP, Cheng A. The epidemiology of community acquired bacteremic pneumonia, due to Streptococcus pneumoniae, in the Top End of the Northern Territory, Australia - Over 22 

years. Vaccine. 2011; 29: 5386-5392.  
viii  AIHW. Australia’s health 2014. Australia’s health no. 12. Cat. no. AUS 122. Canberra: AIHW. 
 ix  Centres for Disease Control and Prevention. Pneumococcal disease. Available at  

https://www.cdc.gov/pneumococcal/clinicians/clinical-features.html [last accessed March, 2017].  
x  Lung Foundation Australia ‘Know Pneumonia’ 2017 research survey. Conducted by YouGov, commissioned by Lung Foundation Australia. April 2017.
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KNOW  
PNEUMONIA Pneumonia is a common and 

potentially fatal lung infection that 
should not be underestimated. One 
of the most life threatening types is 
Pneumococcal Pneumonia.i

Pneumococcal pneumonia can affect anyone, but those at a higher risk are:

KNOW YOUR RISK & PROTECT YOURSELF

65+  
years 
young

such as diabetes, cancer or a chronic disease 
affecting the lungs, heart, kidney or liver.
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Tobacco  
smokers

 People with medical conditions  Indigenous  
Australians

Infants aged  
12 months  
and under

Pneumonia is easily 
spread through 
sneezing and coughing.
The infection can develop  
in just 1 – 3 days.

Hospital 
admission 

Hand & home hygiene i, vii Quit smoking
Vaccination 
Free for Australians 65+, Indigenous 
Australians & infants 12 months or 
under ii, viii

Why don’t people protect 
themselves? Research shows  
they don’t know:

pneumonia hospitalisations in Australia each  
year.iii (2011-12)

The average hospital  
duration rises with age, 

Plenty  
RI�ìXLGV

Antibiotics  
& medication

Rest

Chest pain Fever'LIëFXOW\� 
breathing

Cough

Over 77,500 

from 6 days for those under 65,  
to 13 days for those 65+.vi

ii

vix

iv

x

Fatigue



WRITTEN BY ROD GRAYDON 

Finding a gift for a relative or friend can sometimes be 
challenging, especially if they are in an Aged Care home or 
Retirement Village where they have most of the things they 
need.  

Popular presents include flowers, chocolates, socks or lottery 
scratch it tickets. But what if others in the family give the 
same?? A few years ago, I thought about giving a personal gift 

and realised the internet has opened up a whole new world of opportunities.  

First was a birthday present for my dad, Bob. I went onto eBay, 
an online marketplace, and typed in his date of birth 23rd 
December 1923 and found a National Geographic Magazine 
published on that date. He was rapt with it. Another friend for 
her 50th birthday received a Woman’s Day Magazine published 
the day after she was born with a note that her mum was 
probably reading this whilst cradling her as a baby. Magazines, 
post cards of favourite places your relative/friend may have 
visited or even the sales brochure for a favourite car they may 
have had or longed for.  

Simply go onto eBay or other sales sites and type in a date, be it 
a birthday, wedding day or other significant time. If you can’t 
find the exact date try the month and year, i.e. March 1945. I 
have sourced magazines and brochures from around Australia 
and even other countries with the cost including postage often 
under $20. 

The possibilities are endless and the gift means so much more as 
you can all talk about it as you rekindle specials times from the past. 

The happy times you create today are the memories you’ll cherish tomorrow.  

A Gift with a Difference

Bob Graydon reading a 1980 
Wheels Magazine with an 

article on the TE Cortina, a car 
he bought new in 1980. 
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WHAT TIME IS IT?  
  WHERE DOES TIME GO?  

    DO WE HAVE TIME? 
It seems that we live our whole lives based around TIME, if we have 

enough of it, wondering where it went, what we can fit into the amount we 
have!!    

Maybe it’s Time to stop worrying about Time. 
Recently, while entertaining my eight year old grandson with board games, he suddenly 
stopped what he was saying mid-sentence and said “Nan, what time is it?” I told him it was 
12:15. He looked at me with absolute horror and said very seriously, “It’s past lunch time”. I 
then asked him if he was hungry and he said no, not really, but everyone knows that 12 
o’clock is when you have lunch. Mmmmmmm. 
And it was that conversation that started me thinking about how much emphasis we place 
on time and the fact that we can let ourselves live a little robotically if we are not careful. 
Most of us live by the clock, when we rise, leave for work, return from work, have dinner, 
go to bed and so we begin all over again. ROBOTS, indeed.           
But what about the time spent doing what really matters? Do we think about that often enough, 
do we make enough time for the things that can so easily be put aside for ‘another time’. 

Time spent relaxing with family and/or friends at 
home, at a party, on a picnic or BBQ. Time spent in 
solitude soaking up the beauty and wonder of a 
bush walk or the magnificence of a view from a 
high hilltop. Time spent in spring watching the new 
life of nature flourish all around us. Time spent in 
Autumn admiring the carpets of beautifully coloured 
fallen leaves on the ground. Time spent breathing in 

the freshness of a rainy day or following the lone footprints on a long sandy beach. 
When we are young, the shortest time span can seem to go 
on forever but as we age we come to realise that our time is 
indeed shortened daily so if we are wise and able we 
should take off our blinkers, expand our vision and absorb 
the wonders of God’s gifts. 
I recently found this quote written anonymously:  
“Time is like a river. You cannot touch the same water twice, 
because the flow that passed will never pass again.” 
God’s word advises us to use our time wisely because He 
knows there are many things in life that can distract us from 
what truly matters:  
“Make the best use of your time, because days are short. 
Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of 
the Lord is.” - Ephesians 5:16-17 

By Jan Murray  
- Volunteer and Pastoral Care Coordinator, Chamberlain Gardens

Bereavements 
Our deepest sympathies have 
gone out to the families who 
have lost their loved ones  
over the Summer period.

Pastoral Care



UPCOMING RELIGIOUS SERVICES: 
Please let staff know should you require assistance in getting to any of these services. 

(please check your programs for any changes to times/dates)
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‘Supporting Maranatha resident’s emotional & spiritual wellbeing’ 
Maranatha offers regular Pastoral Care visits to all residents 

Please do not hesitate to contact our Pastoral Care Coordinator at her desk in Sunnyside Room or:  

Carmel Hayden on (07) 3482 5333 or chayden@chomes.com.au

UNITING CHURCH CHRISTIAN WORSHIP           

When: 1st Monday each month at 10.30am  

Where: Activity Hall  (or via CCTV channel 4) 

Who: Pastor Wendy Keeble  
Pine Rivers Uniting Church 

- ALL WELCOME - 

CHRISTADELPHIAN MEMORIAL MEETING           

When: Sundays at 10.30am 

Where: Activity Hall   
 (or via CCTV channel 4) 

Who: various Speakers  

See staff should you wish  
to attend 

- ALL WELCOME- 

INTERFAITH RELIGIOUS SERVICE 

Who: Minister Alwyn Neuendorf 

When: 1st & 3rd Wednesdays monthly  
 from 9.00am 

NOTE OF CHANGE:  Starting APRIL: 
2nd & 4th Wednesday of each month 

Where: Activity Hall  (or via CCTV channel 4)  
            

   - ALL - 
    WELCOME 

PRAISE & DEVOTION SESSIONS 
including Christian songs of praise & worship 

When: 1st Thursday monthly    
 at 1.30pm-2pm 

Where: Activity Hall  
 (or via CCTV channel 4) 

Who: Pastor Peter,  
 Potters House Church 

       - ALL WELCOME- 

BIBLE READING GROUP 

When: Monday - Saturday at 9am-9.45am  

Where: Sunnyside Room 

What: Bible readings, hymns & prayer     

       - ALL WELCOME -

PLEASE NOTE: Change of date and time for 2020

follows straight after this praise 
session at 2.00 - 2.45pm

CATHOLIC MASS           

When: Monday 10th February 
 at 9.30am 

Where: Activity Hall   
 (or via CCTV channel 4) 

Who: Priest from  
 Pine Rivers Parish 

- ALL WELCOME- 

Upcoming Dates: 
MAY & AUGUST 2020



• Book Club Host: Monthly 
Would you like to engage with a small group of residents each month 
by reading to them & discussing the reading?  Must have a good strong 
voice & good people skills. 

• Hand Massage: Weekly 
Provide hand massages to residents one or more mornings weekly. 
Training provided. 

• Maintenance Assistant: 4hrs a week/fortnight 
Joe, our Maintenance Manager, requires assistance with ongoing chores. 
If you have 4 or so hours a week or fortnight to spare we would greatly 
appreciate your help.  

• Walking group for residents: Monday-Friday, 9am-9.45am 
The activities team would love more volunteers to assist our wheelchair 
residents on their daily morning walk, by collecting them from their 
room & pushing them on the outdoor walks from 9-9.45am Mon-Fri. 

• Gardening: 
We are looking for help in the gardens with weeding, watering, 
pruning and general cleaning up.  

• One on One chats with residents: 
Volunteers needed to simply come & chat to our residents & provide 
them some company 

If you are interested in joining the Volunteer 
program, please do not hesitate to contact me:  

Carmel Hayden on (07) 3482 5316 or 
chayden@chomes.com.au 

Volunteer & Pastoral Care Coordinator

VOLUNTEERS OPPORTUNITIES

Volunteer Corner



Terry has been volunteering at Maranatha since 2010 after he 
retired at age 65. Terry previously gave 25 years’ service for 
Kawasaki Power Products, as a salesman, travelling all over 
Queensland. 
Terry volunteered to drive the Shopping Bus each Tuesday for 
5 years & then took on the role of Wheelchair Maintenance 

Man, fixing/maintaining wheelchairs, 4WW walkers & more. 
Terry comes in twice a week, as he always has 

a book full of new maintenance jobs to do, 
which he does willingly with a cheeky smile and banter. The staff & 
residents love to interact with Terry. 
Terry was born in Tamworth NSW & is still a country boy at heart. He 
recalls how, aged 4, he used to scale the 8ft fence at home on 
numerous occasions to go walkabout. 
In his spare time Terry loves to fish from his tinny in Moreton Bay. 
Ask Terry, when you see him next, about his fishing trip to Poona, 
when he got flipped out of the boat and had to be rescued! 
Terry said he loves volunteering here at Maranatha as he shares great 
friendships with staff, volunteers and residents and it’s worth all his 
hard work when he gets smiles of appreciation from the residents. 

Thank you so very much for you continued volunteering Terry! 
Your role is an important one & you literally keep the ‘wheels turning’ here at Maranatha.

To all our Maranatha Volunteers and Maranatha Fundraising Committee: 
A big thank you to all - we truly appreciate you for all your help in 2019. 

Thanks for being so caring, for being so loving, for being so helpful, for being so thoughtful, for 
being so selfless and for volunteering here at Maranatha… Your actions are priceless. Thanks!

Volunteer Corner
SPOTLIGHT ON A VOLUNTEER - 

Terry



SENIOR FUNNIES 
• I'm the life of the party - even if it 
lasts until 8 pm 
• I'm very good at opening childproof 
caps - with a hammer 
• I'm usually interested in going 
home before I get to where I am going 
• I'm smiling all the time because I 
can't hear a thing you're saying 

• I'm very good at telling stories; over and over and 
over and over… 

• I'm not really grouchy, I just don't like traffic, 
waiting, crowds, lawyers, loud music, unruly kids, 
barking dogs, politicians and a few other things I 
can't seem to remember right now 

• I'm wrinkled, saggy, lumpy, and that's just my left leg 
• I'm sure they are making adults much younger 

these days, and when did they let kids 
become policemen? And, how can my 
k i d s b e o l d e r t h a n I f e e l 
sometimes? 

• I'm wondering, if you're only 
as old as you feel, how could I 
be alive at 150? 

• I'm a walking storeroom of 
facts - I've just lost the key to the 
storeroom door

• 2 tablespoons olive oil 
• 1 onion, finely chopped 
• 1 leek, white part only, finely sliced 
• 1 garlic clove, crushed 
• 1/2 teaspoon ground coriander 
• 1 teaspoon ground cumin 
• 1/2 teaspoon freshly grated nutmeg 
• 1kg peeled pumpkin, diced 
• 1 large potato, peeled, diced 
• 1L chicken liquid stock or vegetable 

liquid stock 
• 1/2 cup (125ml) thin cream 

(Serves 6) 

1. Heat oil in a large saucepan over low heat, add 
onion and leek and cook for 2-3 minutes, until 
softened but not coloured. Add garlic and 
spices and cook, stirring, for 30 seconds.  

2. Add pumpkin, potato and stock and bring to the 
boil. Turn heat to low, cover and simmer for 30 
minutes.  

3. Allow to cool slightly, then blend in batches. 
4. Return soup to pan, 

stir through cream and 
reheat gently. Season 
and add a little more 
nutmeg if desired.  

Creamy Pumpkin Soup

Read, Rest & Relax!



Disclaimer: All photos and stories have been published with consent of relatives and residents involved. Thank you for your submissions.

Word Bank:   Cross, Easter, Gardener, Jesus, Linen, Mary, Napkin, Sins, Spices, Tomb

Crossword 
Solve the below Easter themed puzzle. 

ACROSS    

3 This was left behind in the tomb 

5 Jesus died on this 

6 The body of Jesus was prepared 
afters his death and they put 
what on it 

8 Holiday we celebrate for Jesus 
rising 

10 Jesus dies on a cross for what 

DOWN    

1 Mary thought Jesus was this 

2 Who rose from the dead on the 
third day 

4 This was folded up in the tomb 

7 She looked in the tomb to find 
Jesus gone 

9 Jesus was placed in this after his 
death


	Christmas has come and gone and as I write this we are already in the second month of the New Year.
	In the last hours of 2019, my family was blessed with the arrival of a beautiful baby girl, Daisy Alice, a sister for Violet and granddaughter number 2 for and David and myself. Already in her short life, we have been amazed at how she has grown and changed in the 6 weeks since we first met her on New Year’s Day. It makes me think how quickly time goes by. If you are like me, you will recall what seems like a recent event only to find on more serious, realistic consideration that in fact 15 or 20 years have slipped away.
	Considering how time passes so quickly has prompted me to think about the history of Maranatha and the changes that have occurred here since its beginnings back in 1982. This year it will be 38 years since the then 36 bed facility was opened. I don’t know too many details from that time but a photo from the 1990s shows the receptionist (Marilyn) sitting at her desk, a repurposed Eta Margarine box acting as a filing cabinet by her side. I believe in those days the kitchen was manned by volunteers on the weekends and the one person who did night duty slept over, being available if needed, rather than actively working through the night as they do now.
	Over the years, both the care facility and the village here have grown. In the late 1990s, 4 extra beds were added to the facility, en-suites were provided to all rooms (prior to this there had been shared bathrooms) and Acacia Lodge, a 12 bed serviced apartment block was constructed and joined to the main building by a covered walkway.
	… continued over page
	When I began working at Maranatha in February 2000, I was one of the two registered nurses on staff. The residents in those days were far more able to care for themselves and most really only needed assistance with the more complex tasks of daily living, cooking, cleaning, laundry and the like so the requirement for trained health care staff was quite modest. The area adjacent to Maranatha’s western boundary was a large palm nursery and what was then the mostly open farming area of Mango Hill was just starting to become the busy residential hub of North Lakes we know today.
	In 2006, the Maranatha care facility expanded again adding a further 40 beds bringing the total to 80. During this development, Acacia Lodge - the previously free standing serviced apartments, was joined to the main building via an internal ramp and the reception area moved from the entrance next to the activity room to its current location.
	The next big change in our history came 7 years ago in 2013 when we merged with the larger Christadelphian Aged Care organisation based in Sydney. Prior to this, Maranatha had been operated by the Queensland Christadelphian Retirement Villages Corporation (QCRVC) and been a stand-alone facility but with the merger we became one of a group of homes and have enjoyed the benefits and supports of being part of a larger organisation since then.
	In 2014, the facility underwent extensive renovation and any of you who were associated with us at that time will remember a year or so of building contractors and the accompanying disruption that brings. Every person who lived in the facility at that time was moved at least once while rooms were painted and flooring was replaced. Acacia Lodge was incorporated into the care facility and people living there could now access help with personal and health care rather than only the domestic help previously available.
	August 2016 bought the opening of the latest extension to the facility, the 33 bed Magnolia / Lillipilly Wing. This was accompanied by major landscaping work with the building of a pond and walkway area at the front of the property.
	Over the years more independent living units have been built and existing ones renovated. We now have a total of 57 on site.
	From 36 residents in the care facility and 13 staff we now have 128 residents and 123 staff (excluding the catering and cleaning contractors)
	As I mentioned at the beginning of this message, the reason for this trip down memory lane is to muse on how quickly time passes. There is no stopping it – we blink and it’s already tomorrow!
	I guess the secret is to treasure each day as it comes, make the most of it, actively participate in life – don’t be a bystander. In no time the years will fly by and like me you will be asking yourself “where did the time go?”.
	Kind Regards, Kathy Hallmark - Director of Consumer Care and Services
	It’s raining! And how it’s raining. Such wonderful soaking rain bringing with it restoration and green grass. The ducks are back and enjoying splashing in the pond.
	We are very happy to let you know that Ryan is going to be a Dad for the very first time. Amelia is keeping very well and the baby is due on 13th March. The nursery has been painted with lots of pink and there are at least 10 baby name books lying around. Congratulations Ryan and Amelia.
	In the meantime, Ryan and Dave are planting a hedge around the new gazebo. I encourage you all to take a wander around the pond and enjoy some time relaxing with nature. Just keep away from the ducklings, Mum is quite protective.
	Marguerite has increased the variety of the frozen meals available from the café and as a special treat Apple Shortcake is now available. Marianne and Anna have put together some take away meals such as salads, quiche and lasagne. If you are thinking of taking advantage of this service, whether for yourself or a group get-together, please call the office and let them know so it can be pre-prepared for you.
	Scams are designed to trick you into giving away your money and personal details. They often succeed because they appeal to our needs, our fears or desires and they look like the real thing. You should ignore suspicious emails, letters or phone calls. Keep screen doors locked, don’t let anyone you don’t know into your home. Protect your identity. Your personal details are private and invaluable – keep them that way. Report any strangers to Administration or push your INS HELP button and report the incident.
	In all the busyness of life, the blaze of fires, the tumble of floods, the sadness of those who live in drought, it is important to take a step back and reflect on the blessings we are given every day, living in this beautiful country we call home.
	Six little stories………….
	All the villagers decided to pray for rain. On the day of prayer, all the people gathered but only one came with an umbrella. That is faith.
	When you throw babies in the air, they laugh because they know you will catch them. That is trust.
	Every night we go to bed without any assurance of being alive the next morning, but we still set the alarm to wake up. That is hope.
	We make plans for tomorrow in spite of zero knowledge of the future. That is confidence.
	We see the world suffering, but we get married and have children. That is love.
	Written on a T-shirt, “I am not 80 years old: I am sweet 16 with 64 years of experience. That is attitude.
	……………to think on
	Kind Regards, Jane Burns - Senior Manager, Retirement Villages
	The year 2019 ended with a fantastic Christmas Party.
	Maranatha Residents, Staff and Volunteers all enjoyed Christmas Carols with Wayne, Morning Tea and Christmas gifts provided by the Maranatha Fund Raising Committee and Market Day.
	Our Interfaith Group put on a beautiful morning for Maranatha Residents including a play and concert. Everyone was very impressed by the performance which included some of our Residents and their family members. Big thank you to all those that organised and took part in the morning.
	Residents enjoyed being part of the 2020 Christadelphian Aged Care Calendar photo shoot. We met Herbie the ‘Love Bug’ and Independent Living Residents enjoyed a photo shoot as ‘Get Smart’ Maxwell Smart Agent 86 car which is a red Sunbeam Alpine convertible. Residents are enjoying turning over the pages of their calendars this year.
	And so we begin another year 2020.
	We celebrated Australia Day in true ‘Aussie’ spirit by playing indoor cricket which was thoroughly enjoyed by all residents. Some batted and some bowled, needless to say we had some great laughs. Residents reminisced about the days they used to play cricket in the backyard. Residents enjoyed an Australian poetry reading morning, poems were read by Volunteers and Staff.
	One Christmas-time, when months of drought
	Had parched the western creeks,
	The bush-fires started in the north
	And travelled south for weeks.
	At night, along the river side,
	The scene was grand and strange;
	The hill-fires looked like lighted streets
	Of cities in the range.
	The cattle tracks between the trees
	Were like long, dusty aisles,
	And, on a sudden breeze, the fire
	Would sweep along for miles;
	Like sounds of distant musketry
	It cracked through the brakes,
	And o’er the flat of silvery grass
	It hissed like angry snakes.
	It leapt across the flowing streams,
	And raced o’er pastures broad;
	It climbed the trees and lit the boughs,
	And through the scrub it roared.
	The bees fell stifled in the smoke
	OR perished in their hives,
	And, with the stock, the kangaroos
	Went flying for their lives.
	We look forward to celebrating Richard’s 100th birthday on April 11th.
	I am pleased to re-introduce a long serving member of the AACC,  4064 Corporal Richard S.
	Richard joined the Army when his number came up for National Service in February 1941 and was sent to Gaythorne in Brisbane to commence his first posting. In 1941, Richard was able to select his preference for employment and requested employment as a cook.  Richard continued employment as a volunteer cook from 1941 to 1942 (Gaythorne is now Enoggera Barracks).
	Richard has many great memories using the Wiles Cooker and other wood fire ovens in the various Messes at Gaythorne. He enjoyed working with the team of volunteer cooks in his early days as a private soldier. The groups worked long hours together and built a good rapport with each other. All the cooks would stick together and you could trust someone would cover for you if there was a problem.
	Richard can recall a particular time, back in 1942, when Army announced it was going to commence recruiting for personnel to create a Corps for catering. Richard was one of the first soldiers to ask about joining the new Corps for cooking and food service.
	Richard clearly remembers the bright sunny day he was called into his commanders office.  Richard was presented with a formal invitation to join the new Corps to be named the Australian Army Catering Corps. Richard accepted the offer on the spot and he became one of the first soldiers to join the Catering Corps. Very soon after, towards the end of 1942, Richard received orders and new Corps embellishments to commence work in the Catering Corps. It was months prior to the Catering Corps being officially raised as a Corps in early 1943. Richard remembers seeing presentations from Sir Stanton Hicks during the creation of the Corps and shortly after he became the first Director of Catering.
	As a member of the Catering Corps, Richard completed operational service in the Korean War. Towards the end of the conflict, Richard and his team of Catering Corps cooks were working long hours in the field. At a particularly busy time, the cooks were required to make up 200 hot box meals ready for the C Company troops whenever they returned from patrol.
	The cooks were making a lot of noise finishing the hot boxes when Richard and two others suddenly looked up and noticed they were face to face with North Korean troops who were looking back down at them. It seems the enemy troops had been observing them for some time and were set and ready to conduct whatever they had planned.
	Continued over page…
	It was just luck that Australian troops started returning at that time and they were focused on getting to their food. Richard thought it was strange because the returning Australian soldiers were overly casual, considering they had just completed a tough patrol. Richard discovered from the soldiers that the armistice had been announced and there was a complete cease fire. The North Korean soldiers had disappeared when the Australian soldiers returned, much to the relief of the cooks.
	Richard next served with the occupation Forces in Japan. He worked as a Catering Corps cook in the main Officers Mess with Japanese cooks and staff. Richard did menu planning and some cooking in the Senior Officers Mess, mostly for very senior ranking officers; General MacArthur and other senior officers associated with the Supreme Commander.
	Richard had worked as an Army cook for 10 years, including two overseas tours, before the system finally caught up with him and he was required to undertake training as a cook for the first time. He was sent on the first intake of the inaugural cooks course at Wacol, Queensland in 1951. He remembers it being an enjoyable course but most of his course mates wanted to do the requirements and return back to their units.
	After his cooks course, Richard completed all of his postings in Queensland. Richard was considered too old to go to Vietnam and finished up in the Army at Victoria Barracks Brisbane in 1975.
	Richard turns 100 years old on 11 April 2020. He has requested to participate in the next ANZAC Day march with the AACC Association in Brisbane. Richard also asked if I could get him on the mailing list to receive the Corps journal, as he hasn’t been receiving it but would like to still be connected with the Corp.
	I presented Richard with an AACC Queensland Association badge, making Richard the newest member in the AACC Association Queensland. He was proud to receive the badge and showed it to all the other residents in the Aged Care facility.
	Richard’s full story will appear on podcasts that are to be released as we approach the AACC 80th celebrations. His full story will also be included in a special edition book of our Corps history,  the book to be completed for our 80th celebrations.
	I will continue to visit Richard as much as possible. He would also love to see any Catering Corps members.  Any Corps or former serving members are welcome to visit him anytime without notice. Similarly, if you are travelling past, heading north from Brisbane, Richard would enjoy you stopping in for a coffee and saying hi!
	Written by Kim Schneider - Colonel Commandant
	I was born in the Southern part of the Philippines in the 1970s. Our hometown is a 4 hours’ drive from the big city and 2 hours flight to the Capital Manila.
	There are 6 siblings in the family; I have 4 sisters and one brother. My parents used to run a small Lumber business then shifted to a sand, gravel and hollow blocks factory which is still operational and being managed by my father.
	I completed my Primary and High School at Notre Dame of Tacurong. My parents decided to moved me to big City, which is 4 hours away from our hometown, to study my Nursing at San Pedro College. I stayed in a boarding school where I learnt to be independent. Though I also learned some foolishness from my roommates, but one student introduced me to Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour at the age of 17. I finished my Bachelor of Science Nursing in March of 1992 then took Board Exam after a year, to qualify as a Registered Nurse.
	I started my nursing career in Brokenshire Hospital in the same city then moved to Mercure Hotel as a company nurse. I then joined a non-government organisation as a Nurse supervisor overseeing Midwives Birthing Clinics funded by USA.
	I decided to pursue higher education so I enrolled my Masters Degree but  didn’t finished it. I want to save money and  explore my profession so I applied to be a Clinical Instructor in Nursing. I was assigned in Community, Medical Surgical and OB-GYNE wards.
	A dear friend introduced me to my now Joseph and after few months of courtship, he proposed and we decided to get married in September of 1999.
	We had our beautiful baby daughter after a long wait and we named her Hannah Alia (Alia from Amelia remove “ME” and Hannah meaning “prayerful”).
	A door opened for us to work and study here in Australia in 2008. We were very hesitant at first because of my dream to go to USA. My family came to  Australia in November 2008 and I enrolled in Cert 3&4 Aged Care and Diploma of Community Services Work at Charlton Brown College, Brisbane at the same time processing my RN registration. I eventually had my bridging course in April 2013.
	I believe in the saying that goes, “When blessings comes it pours”. In 2013, I got my Australian Nursing Registration then was offered work in a Nursing Home at Young NSW. While working with them, the big favour was, we became permanent residents of Australia after only a few months. We moved back to Brisbane after finishing my contract with Mercy Health Young.
	I am very passionate about elderly people and I consider them as my family and friends. Hence, I continue my work as an Aged Care Registered Nurse. I am very blessed to be part  of Maranatha since 14th June, 2016.
	During my free time, I love to do gardening, interior decorating, cooking and window-shopping. I enjoyed buying products on sale and send them overseas to my relatives and friends.
	We moved to Griffin in 2017 to be near my workplace. We had intruders break in during the early weeks after moving to our newly built house, hence we were advised to get a  guard dog. We ended up adopting a dog from RSPCA. We named him Rocky and he is a Stafford Bull Terrier; they are known to be extremely courageous, loyal, playful and affectionate. Rocky is now very much part of our family and not just guarding our house.
	We became Australian citizens in 2016 on Australia Day and that was a "Victory Day" for us.
	I will end up with this verse in the Bible: Jeremiah 19:11 says “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope”.
	Thank you for taking time to read my life story.
	Finding a gift for a relative or friend can sometimes be challenging, especially if they are in an Aged Care home or Retirement Village where they have most of the things they need.
	Popular presents include flowers, chocolates, socks or lottery scratch it tickets. But what if others in the family give the same?? A few years ago, I thought about giving a personal gift and realised the internet has opened up a whole new world of opportunities.
	First was a birthday present for my dad, Bob. I went onto eBay, an online marketplace, and typed in his date of birth 23rd December 1923 and found a National Geographic Magazine published on that date. He was rapt with it. Another friend for her 50th birthday received a Woman’s Day Magazine published the day after she was born with a note that her mum was probably reading this whilst cradling her as a baby. Magazines, post cards of favourite places your relative/friend may have visited or even the sales brochure for a favourite car they may have had or longed for.
	Simply go onto eBay or other sales sites and type in a date, be it a birthday, wedding day or other significant time. If you can’t find the exact date try the month and year, i.e. March 1945. I have sourced magazines and brochures from around Australia and even other countries with the cost including postage often under $20.
	The possibilities are endless and the gift means so much more as you can all talk about it as you rekindle specials times from the past.
	The happy times you create today are the memories you’ll cherish tomorrow.
	Bob Graydon reading a 1980 Wheels Magazine with an article on the TE Cortina, a car he bought new in 1980.
	It seems that we live our whole lives based around TIME, if we have enough of it, wondering where it went, what we can fit into the amount we have!!
	Maybe it’s Time to stop worrying about Time.
	Recently, while entertaining my eight year old grandson with board games, he suddenly stopped what he was saying mid-sentence and said “Nan, what time is it?” I told him it was 12:15. He looked at me with absolute horror and said very seriously, “It’s past lunch time”. I then asked him if he was hungry and he said no, not really, but everyone knows that 12 o’clock is when you have lunch. Mmmmmmm.
	And it was that conversation that started me thinking about how much emphasis we place on time and the fact that we can let ourselves live a little robotically if we are not careful.
	Most of us live by the clock, when we rise, leave for work, return from work, have dinner, go to bed and so we begin all over again. ROBOTS, indeed.
	But what about the time spent doing what really matters? Do we think about that often enough, do we make enough time for the things that can so easily be put aside for ‘another time’.
	Time spent relaxing with family and/or friends at home, at a party, on a picnic or BBQ. Time spent in solitude soaking up the beauty and wonder of a bush walk or the magnificence of a view from a high hilltop. Time spent in spring watching the new life of nature flourish all around us. Time spent in Autumn admiring the carpets of beautifully coloured fallen leaves on the ground. Time spent breathing in the freshness of a rainy day or following the lone footprints on a long sandy beach.
	When we are young, the shortest time span can seem to go on forever but as we age we come to realise that our time is indeed shortened daily so if we are wise and able we should take off our blinkers, expand our vision and absorb the wonders of God’s gifts.
	I recently found this quote written anonymously:
	“Time is like a river. You cannot touch the same water twice, because the flow that passed will never pass again.”
	God’s word advises us to use our time wisely because He knows there are many things in life that can distract us from what truly matters:
	“Make the best use of your time, because days are short. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” - Ephesians 5:16-17
	By Jan Murray
	- Volunteer and Pastoral Care Coordinator, Chamberlain Gardens
	Please let staff know should you require assistance in getting to any of these services.
	(please check your programs for any changes to times/dates)
	CHRISTADELPHIAN MEMORIAL MEETING
	When: Sundays at 10.30am
	Where: Activity Hall
	(or via CCTV channel 4)
	Who: various Speakers
	See staff should you wish  to attend
	- ALL WELCOME-
	INTERFAITH RELIGIOUS SERVICE
	Who: Minister Alwyn Neuendorf
	When: 1st & 3rd Wednesdays monthly   from 9.00am
	NOTE OF CHANGE:  Starting APRIL:
	2nd & 4th Wednesday of each month
	Where: Activity Hall  (or via CCTV channel 4)
	- ALL -
	WELCOME
	PRAISE & DEVOTION SESSIONS
	including Christian songs of praise & worship
	When: 1st Thursday monthly     at 1.30pm-2pm
	Where: Activity Hall   (or via CCTV channel 4)
	Who: Pastor Peter,
	Potters House Church
	- ALL WELCOME-
	follows straight after this praise session at 2.00 - 2.45pm
	BIBLE READING GROUP
	When: Monday - Saturday at 9am-9.45am
	Where: Sunnyside Room
	What: Bible readings, hymns & prayer
	- ALL WELCOME -
	CATHOLIC MASS
	When: Monday 10th February
	at 9.30am
	Where: Activity Hall
	(or via CCTV channel 4)
	Who: Priest from   Pine Rivers Parish
	- ALL WELCOME-
	‘Supporting Maranatha resident’s emotional & spiritual wellbeing’
	Maranatha offers regular Pastoral Care visits to all residents
	Please do not hesitate to contact our Pastoral Care Coordinator at her desk in Sunnyside Room or:
	Carmel Hayden on (07) 3482 5333 or chayden@chomes.com.au
	Volunteers Opportunities
	Would you like to engage with a small group of residents each month by reading to them & discussing the reading?  Must have a good strong voice & good people skills.
	Provide hand massages to residents one or more mornings weekly. Training provided.
	Joe, our Maintenance Manager, requires assistance with ongoing chores. If you have 4 or so hours a week or fortnight to spare we would greatly appreciate your help.
	The activities team would love more volunteers to assist our wheelchair residents on their daily morning walk, by collecting them from their room & pushing them on the outdoor walks from 9-9.45am Mon-Fri.
	We are looking for help in the gardens with weeding, watering, pruning and general cleaning up.
	Volunteers needed to simply come & chat to our residents & provide them some company
	If you are interested in joining the Volunteer program, please do not hesitate to contact me:
	Carmel Hayden on (07) 3482 5316 or chayden@chomes.com.au
	Volunteer & Pastoral Care Coordinator
	SPOTLIGHT ON A VOLUNTEER -
	Terry
	Terry has been volunteering at Maranatha since 2010 after he retired at age 65. Terry previously gave 25 years’ service for Kawasaki Power Products, as a salesman, travelling all over Queensland.
	Terry volunteered to drive the Shopping Bus each Tuesday for 5 years & then took on the role of Wheelchair Maintenance Man, fixing/maintaining wheelchairs, 4WW walkers & more.
	Terry comes in twice a week, as he always has a book full of new maintenance jobs to do, which he does willingly with a cheeky smile and banter. The staff & residents love to interact with Terry.
	Terry was born in Tamworth NSW & is still a country boy at heart. He recalls how, aged 4, he used to scale the 8ft fence at home on numerous occasions to go walkabout.
	In his spare time Terry loves to fish from his tinny in Moreton Bay. Ask Terry, when you see him next, about his fishing trip to Poona, when he got flipped out of the boat and had to be rescued!
	Terry said he loves volunteering here at Maranatha as he shares great friendships with staff, volunteers and residents and it’s worth all his hard work when he gets smiles of appreciation from the residents.
	Thank you so very much for you continued volunteering Terry!
	Your role is an important one & you literally keep the ‘wheels turning’ here at Maranatha.
	To all our Maranatha Volunteers and Maranatha Fundraising Committee:
	A big thank you to all - we truly appreciate you for all your help in 2019.
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