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We all have our own life journey to traverse and we 
take inspiration and support from others on the 
road. One of my favourite accounts of a journey is 
the one recorded 2000 years ago and preserved in 
the Gospel record. It tells of a traveller who during 
his journey was attacked and wounded on the road. 
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MARANATHA

Manager’s Message 
Welcome to Maranatha

Half of the year has zoomed by and the first day of winter is 
around the corner. Here in Queensland, we have recently 
enjoyed the cooler, drier air that announces the end of the 
summer months and the arrival of what we misleadingly call 
winter. There is a refreshing crispness in the air and the sun has 
a kinder than usual touch. 
The first quarter of the year has more than its share of special 
commemorative days and celebrations. It is as if we are 
reluctant to relinquish the festivities of the Christmas season 
and our good cheer spills over into the first few months of the 
year. We celebrate Australia Day, Easter, Labour Day and 
Mother’s Day and in April we remember the legacy and loyalty 
of the Anzac troops. 2018 is the centenary of the end of World 
War One. My childhood memory of some of the remaining 
Anzac forces is some of men who dressed in old fashioned 
suits, they had grey faces and sadness in their eyes. As 
with all episodes of conflict their journey to the far off war 
and back again had affected the rest of their lives and they 
forever lived on the shadow of that monstrous event.  
At Maranatha this year, we have also marked other centenaries. 
Several of our residents have attained the 100 year milestone in 
their lives and we have enjoyed sharing this very special time 
with them and their families. A life spanning 100 years is a 
significant achievement.  
The passage of these lives has been one of incredible change. 
On a global scale there have been times of plenty and times of 
hardship, times of conflict and times of peace, times of 
uncertainty and times of security; world events that have been 
mirrored in personal life journeys.  

Wash me,  
and I shall be 

whiter
than 

snow 
- Psalm 51:7 -

Kindness
is like snow -  

It beautifies
everything it 

covers
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Facility Manager’s Message contd
As he lay injured he was passed by two of his country men who were too absorbed by getting to 
their own destination to stop and help him. Eventually a Samaritan, a man who was considered by 
the traveller be his social and ethnic inferior, came upon the scene. This Samaritan was filled with 
compassion, stopped, tended the injured man and carried him to safety. The parable tells us that 
there is nothing more important as we journey through life than helping our fellow along the road. 
Our Anzac troops were well acquainted with this concept and in Australian society it is condensed 
into the notion of mateship.  
At Maranatha we strive to meet this ideal. We see so many acts of kindness and compassion, both 
small and large, from our volunteers, residents, staff and visitors. It is a constant inspiration to me 
and I am sincerely grateful that Maranatha is a home where we all have the opportunity to help each 
other along the road.  

Kind Regards, Kathy Hallmark

Senior Village Manager’s Message
What a lovely way to spend a sunny afternoon at Maranatha, with free coffee and cake at Dell’s Café 
celebrating 10 years of dedicated, hard work by Sue Witton, Jenny Dunstan and others to get the 
Sunflowers Café up and running, providing the best coffee and treats for residents and families to 
enjoy. Dell Waldron was an enthusiastic volunteer at many Christadelphian events by cooking up 
a storm, and was especially known for her jars of jams and chutneys. Part of her very kind donation 
to Maranatha was put to good use in extending the café, purchasing new tables and chairs and 
new interior decorating. 
I would like to remind all residents to use/test the (INS) HELP system. It is a good idea, once a 
month, to press either your pendant to make sure you can be heard by the INS staff from all parts of 
your home (range is usually 50 metres). Remember, the HELP system can provide 24-hour medical 
information with trained nurses, a chat line if you’re feeling lonely, isolated, or are grieving, or 
just generally feeling unwell. When you come home after a hospital visit, let the nurse know 
and they will contact you daily (welfare checks) if you wish. If needed, the nurse will call the 
Radio Doctor or an ambulance. A key has been provided with your security box. Your chosen code 
will be given to the ambulance to allow them to enter your home if you are unable to let them 
in. Please ensure the key remains in the security box at all times. 
Kerry will be sending out the annual request for you to update your personal information shortly. 
Please complete this and return to the office as soon as you can. 
Members of CHL Financial Management team and myself, met with John Gradwell (your 
nominated Finance person) to discuss your Budget, and this was presented to you on Friday, May 
25. If you have any questions pertaining to the Budget, you should direct them to John in the first 
instance.  
Every day, volunteers provide extra hands across our organisation, and carry out a range of 
important and useful roles which make such a difference to each resident. We will be holding 
our annual thank you lunch on June 14 to acknowledge this work. Don’t forget to let us 
know if you are coming. You might like to become a volunteer, and assist with an activity that 
interests you. Don’t hesitate to get in touch with Carmel (0400 767 555) to offer your services. 
We would like to welcome Geoff and Neita Allgood, and Mark and Sue Witton to the Maranatha 
family after they recently moved into the new units. We know you have chosen the best 
retirement village in Queensland. Drop by the office to ask any questions you may have about 
how we “do things” at Maranatha. 
Kerry is off on an adventure oversees from July 23–September 3, visiting many places such as Greece, 
Italy, Spain, France, Germany, Netherlands and Norway. Thanks to modern transport, she won’t 
be exhausted when she returns home. May God bless and keep her safe while she is away from us. 

Kind Regards, Jane Burns - Senior Manager, Retirement Villages



News & Upcoming Events

UPCOMING EVENT

Henny Penny Chicks are 
arriving on Monday 21st May

JUNE JULY AUGUST

3   Therese Ashwood 6   Ken Roginson 3   Betty Muller

5   Elise Bowker 10  Shirley Holston 6   Jean Sargent

15  Joan Jackson 10  Sue Reddy 8   Ruth Willmott

15  Betty Manion 13  Joy Butcher 9   Steve Jurczynksi

18  Elva Smith 16  Betty Crombie 10  Dulcie Fretton

21  Heather Morrison 17  Margaret Amos 10  Bruce Mendham

24  Brian O'Brien 20  Thelma Steele 11  Naomi Clark

22  Margaret Hooper 13  Merle Duncan

22  Phyllis Munday 16  Betty Phillips

23 Topsy Solomon 22  Helen Nakovics

24  Bob Caddick 23  Ron Stark

25  Isabel Ballinger 24  Daphne Scheiwe

28  Elvy Trappett 29  Joan Mathews

31  Olivia Stout

We’re now digital! 
To reduce the amount of paper we use, and in response to the requests of a 
number of families, newsletters  will now be delivered straight to your inbox!  

It will also continue to be available on our new and improved website at 
www.chomes.com.au. 

If you would still like to receive the newsletter in paper form, please call 
(02) 9101 5503  to let us know.



Over the last few months there have been a number of changes to the 
Activities Team at Maranatha. Towards the end of February, I joined the 
Recreational Activities Team and in April, we welcomed Kerralye as 
well. These changes were tinged with 
sadness though, as we said goodbye to Joan 
who has been part of the team for almost 10 
years, and I am sure that many of you have 
special memories of the fun moments that 
Joan created. We held a special afternoon tea 
for staff, residents and volunteers to say 
goodbye to Joan and wish her all the best.  

Azalea Avenue has been a hive of activity recently, with Milly and her 
wonderful helpers introducing some exciting events to the program over 
the last few months. Line dancing on Mondays 

has definitely been a 
huge hit, as has pancake 
making. Wayne’s visits on 
Tuesdays continue and 
t h e r e s i d e n t s e n j oy 
listening to the music, 
singing along and a few 
even get up and dance.  

Gentle Bus Trips are another highlight. 
Whether the bus is heading out for an 
ice-cream and a drive by the beach, a 
trip to buy takeaway fish and chips, a 
trip to the local park, or a visit to the Dolphin Club for a cake, 
coffee and live music one thing is always the same – the smile 

on everyone’s faces when they were out and about, all enjoying each other’s company.  

While the world tuned into the Commonwealth Games which were held in our beautiful 
state, down on the Gold Coast, we hosted our own Commonwealth Games. We started the 
week together with an Opening Ceremony and held games and competitions throughout 
the week. Our week was brought to a close with the closing ceremony, which I think was 
the highlight for everyone. There were many laughs as we watched the staff and volunteers 
have egg and spoon races and try to race with balloons between their knees. The level of 
competition was high and the scores between the teams were close. The final event for the 
ceremony was the synchronised swimming act and Team Australia (our lovely office ladies) 
put on an extraordinary show. A special thank you to Marianne for presenting the trophies 
and medals.  

Activity Reviews

Kerralye & Keren 



Activity Photos

Easter

Al bert doing a puzzle

Mother’s Day

C ommonwealth Games



A decade after a cafe at Maranatha in Kallangur was first 
opened residents, volunteers, staff and friends gathered 
for a thanksgiving afternoon tea at the newly named 
“Dell’s Café”. 

Thanks to the generosity of a Dell Waldron, a past 
volunteer at Maranatha, the café has received a facelift 
and extended its interior to keep visitor cool in the 
warmer months. 

The café was originally brought into being when 
former manager, Dennis Arthur, asked two 
volunteers, Jenny Dunstan and Sue Witton, to 
establish a café in the area marked out for it in what 
was then the new extension. 

Resident Wellbeing Manager, Stuart Muir, said 
volunteers were a crucial part of the Maranatha family. 

 “Volunteers are important for what they achieve and 
the positive difference they make here in this community at Maranatha, and also more 
broadly in the Christadelphian and broader community,” he said. 

“Volunteers also allow us as an organisation to explore new ideas and develop initiatives, 
and that’s how this café came into being.” 

Dennis Arthur paid tribute to Dell Waldron, who he remembered as a great cook who 
always gave her time to help others. 

“Dell was basically a volunteer all her life, or for as long as I knew her, and my first 
recollection of Dell was volunteering as a cook at one of the youth camps I went to,” he said. 

“She volunteered as long as she could. If she was here she would absolutely love what was 
done in her name.” 

The café is always looking for new volunteers, so if you are interested please contact 
Volunteer & Pastoral Care Coordinator Carmel Hayden on (07) 3482 5334 or 
chayden@chomes.com.au.

Dell’s Cafe - Grand Opening



Fay was born in Auckland, New Zealand on November 9, 1927. She grew 
up on a farm with her parents and three brothers and went to Sunday 
School in a little church in the country. She love country life and was 
particularly interested in gardening and flowers. This led her later to join a 
family friend in her florist shop where she worked happily for a number of 
years. 
But Fay had a desire to become a missionary. So she went to Sydney and 
attended a Bible College for two years in preparation for a life time of 
missionary work in Papua New Guinea. Before leaving for Papua New 
Guinea, she trained as a midwife believing that she could be very helpful in a 
country that offered very little medical help in country areas at that time. 

Fay left for Papua New Guinea in 1954 and was stationed at a place called Awaba in the Western 
Province. Awaba was in an area with many large lagoons that flowed into the Aramia River.  Being 
lagoon country it was also the home of hundreds of mosquitos but also it had lots of fish and even 
crocodiles. There were also lots of wallabies, wild pigs, wild geese and ducks. 
At Awaba, Fay was very busy as a midwife, being called on at any time of the day or night to deliver 
babies. Over the years, she delivered hundreds of little babies and thoroughly enjoyed her work. 
Fay was keen on learning the local language Gogodala, which she 
needed in all aspects of her work. On a neighbouring station there 
was a missionary who had come a few years before her. He had 
learned to speak the language fluently and had written down the 
grammar to help new missionaries learn the language. He went once 
a month to tutor Fay. These lessons eventually led to romance and in 
1956 she married that young man, Alwyn Neurendorf. They lived at 
Awaba for the next 14 years. 
Fay was very keen to help the teenage Gogodala girls and so began a Girls Club which ran for five 
mornings a week. She trained the girls to become great wives. As well as Bible Study she taught 
them sewing. Friends in Australia and New Zealand donated pedal sewing machines and some hand 
sewing machines. The girls learned to make all sorts of clothes that families needed. They also 
learned to make great mosquito nets. They made so many and were of such good quality that the 
girls ran sale days every few months when villages would come and buy for their families. 
There were lots of Gogodala children and Fay was keen to see them taught the Bible and how to live 
the Christian life. So she embarked on a program of training Sunday School teachers. Each village 
nominated some to be trained and once a week they came to the station for training. Fay wrote all 
training material each week in Gogodala. Each village group would learn to act out skits to teach the 
lesson, prepare teaching aids and a way of delivering lessons interestingly. Fay just loved the training 
and happily put it all into practice the next Sunday in the village. 
Alwyn moved to Port Moresby, and began work in the Education Department, and Fay continued the 
same work in nation’s capital. Lots of Gogodala men moved to Port Moresby to work and their wives 
and families joined them. Several Gogodala churches were formed. So Fay continued training the 

women in sewing and in Sunday School work. 
Alwyn and Fay had no children of their own, but adopted seven 
Papau New Guinea children. Those seven all married and produced 
27 grandchildren. Over half of these have married and had 19 great-
grand children. 
Looking back over a long fruitful life, Fay is so very grateful to God, 
her Heavenly Father for the way He has cared for her over the years. 
She is now able to look forward to being with God for all eternity.

Resident Story - Fay



Hello my name is Kerralye Wright and I am excited to say I have recently 
joined the Activities Team here at Maranatha. I was born in Adelaide and 
moved to Queensland when I was two years old. I grew up at Bracken Ridge 
and went to primary school at Zillmere North State School. In 1988, my 
family moved back to Adelaide and I started high school there. It was in 
Adelaide that I met my husband and we are the proud parents of three sons. 
The oldest is Damien age 18, then Nathaniel 16 then Jona who is 11.   
Our family has travelled to all sorts of wonderful places. We started when the 
boys were quite young, when we lived in Alice Springs for six months then 
moved to Darwin for three months. Places 
we have holidayed include Fiji, New 

Zealand, Tasmania, Perth, Singapore and Bali. In 2016, our family 
travelled to Vanuatu and then over to Tanna Island where we 
helped run a camp of 250 children at the Kapalpal school. We all 
thoroughly enjoyed our time on Tanna helping the children tie 
dye t-shirts, doing craft and making bracelets. We took soccer 
balls and bouncy balls over with us, so the boys had lots of fun 
playing out on the grass with all the other boys.   
We have been visiting Maranatha for many, many years. My 
grandma is Val Lewis and I think it’s pretty exciting being able to 
see her every day. My family and I have just moved down from Yeppoon, a coastal town in Northern 
Queensland, 25km from Rockhampton. In Yeppoon, we had 25 acres where we had a lot of fun with 

our two dogs and breeding sheep, geese, guinea pigs, chooks and 
turkeys. The boys had motor bikes and an old car they loved to 
race around the dirt track. I also used to have a market stall with 
my mother-in-law, where we made and sold cards, bags and 
various pot plants. We moved down to Brisbane to be closer to 
family and friends. It has been a big change for us all moving 
here, now we all have to get used to living in the city, with lots of 
traffic and living close to neighbours. 
I have been working in aged care for about 18 months and I 
thoroughly enjoy myself. My interests are gardening, craft, 
cooking and camping.

Staff Profile - Kerralye Wright 

Staff News
Keren, our RAO team leader  
was married in April! 

C ongratulations!



Pastoral Care Let us not  love
with word or speech but with 
actions and in truth
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SELF CARE 
We live in a beautiful country amid the creation of the world. This photograph is one I took 

from one of the balconies at Southhaven Aged Care.  

The photo got me thinking of the destruction that can be done by 
such a small insect, a termite. I appreciate that this one is not the 
sort of ‘white ant’ that eats our houses but it does kill the trees – 
our source of oxygen. Here we see the power of these small 
insects, which can work together as a group and do a huge 
amount of damage and kill large trees, yet can also live in 
harmony with one of Australia’s native birds, the Lorikeet.  

Birds are an interesting and beautiful animal that often represent 
so many things. My thoughts are drawn to the symbol of peace, 
the white dove. 

Relating these thoughts of peace back to the photo and the 
contrast we can find in our lives - sometimes it is hard to find 
peace amid our busy lives. Often we go to places in life where 
we don’t necessarily want to be. We can find ourselves searching 
for that which is the peace, the calm and the tranquil, in our lives. 

We may attend a meeting having battled the Sydney traffic, have to visit 
someone that we would rather choose not to visit but feel obliged to call on 
anyway, or maybe just have had a bad day. We need to search out that peace 
and calm in this situation. For each of us that search may be done differently. 
It maybe that you choose to step into the garden, or stop to listen to some 
music, or pause to marvel at creation so that you can relax and realign your 
thoughts and feelings. Some find this through saying a little prayer.  

Whatever your method of searching for peace is it is important to find some self-care time and 
so to care for your own wellbeing and welfare amid the other 
things that call and tug for your time and attention. 

By David Bridgens - Volunteer and Pastoral Care Coordinator, Southhaven

Bereavements 

Our deepest sympathies have 
gone out to the families who 

have lost their loved ones  
over the Autumn period.



Keren Taylor is now the Team Leader of the Recreation & 
Activities Team (RAO) Maranatha and Carmel Hayden is now the 
Volunteer & Pastoral Care Coordinator (VPCC) for Maranatha. 

Carmel would love you to pop in & meet her at Sunnyside Room 
if you haven’t already!   

“I am married with two children, Ashlyn 10 and Fletcher 7. I am a 
Christadelphian and go to the Woodford Ecclesia. I have a 
background in banking and mortgage finance (23 years) and 
recently started here at Maranatha in the part-time VPCC role. I 
also work one day a week part-time for Westpac Bank. I am loving 
my new role in aged care at Maranatha. The volunteers here blow 
me away with their generous gift of love and time to the residents 
and staff. I am truly blessed to be able to work here at Maranatha.” 

A big thank you to volunteers Robyn, 
John & Mark. They kindly assist 
residents daily in getting to & from 

the daily bible 
r e a d i n g & 
hymns as well 
as join in.  

Their lovely voices echo the walls of Sunnyside 
room each morning at 9.00am-10.00am. 

Thanks Robyn for helping while Peter Crew is 
away.

If you are interested in joining the Volunteer 
program, please do not hesitate to contact me:  

Carmel Hayden on 3482 5334 or 
chayden@chomes.com.au 

Volunteer & Pastoral Care Coordinator

Volunteer Corner



SPOTLIGHT ON A VOLUNTEER  
Gayna Gorton   

Gayna Gorton started at Maranatha as a Volunteer in 2014.  
She is a volunteer Pastoral Carer with a beautiful kind and 
caring nature, and is a supportive friend to our residents for 
all their emotional and spiritual needs.  

Her passion is assisting our residents with dementia here at 
Maranatha, and she is an invaluable asset in our dementia 

unit in every aspect.She showers them with the love they                   
      need and deserve. 

Gayna recently moved into an independent living unit on Hakea Court in the 
Maranatha village. Welcome Gayna! We hope you are settling into your new home 
nicely. 

The staff, residents & volunteers at Maranatha greatly appreciate Gayna’s happy & 
helpful support. We are blessed to have Gayna on our team.  

Volunteer Corner

Thanks Lexie, Tammy 
& Ann for doing up 
the resident Easter 

Chocolate bags

Tammy is a helpful 
& happy volunteer – 

thanks Tammy!
Betty provides 
pastoral care & one 
on one visits to our 
residents. Your 
kindness is greatly 
appreciated!

Café Manager 
Vickie with our 
Cafe Volunteer 

Vicki

If you are interested in joining the Volunteer 
program, please do not hesitate to contact me:  

Carmel Hayden on 3482 5334 or 
chayden@chomes.com.au 

Volunteer & Pastoral Care Coordinator



• 1/4 cup (60ml) extra virgin 
olive oil, plus extra to 
drizzle 

• 1 celery stalk, thinly sliced 
• 1 onion, finely chopped 
• 2 garlic cloves, finely 

chopped 
• 2 potatoes (about 400g), chopped 
• 1.5L (6 cups) Chicken Stock 
• 1 bay leaf 
• 1 large (about 1kg) cauliflower, cut into florets 
• 1/2 cup (125ml) thickened cream 
• 1 cup (80g) finely grated parmesan 
To Serve 
• 3 bacon rashers, chopped 
• 4 bread rolls 
• Grated nutmeg, to serve 
• Finely chopped flat-leaf parsley 

1. Preheat oven to 200°C. Line 2 baking trays with foil.  
2. Heat 2 tablespoons oil in a large saucepan over 

medium heat. Add celery, onion and garlic, then 
cook, stirring, for 3-4 minutes until softened. Add the 
potato, chicken stock, bay leaf and three-quarters of 
the cauliflower, bring to the boil, then reduce the heat 
to medium-low and simmer for 12-15 minutes or 
until cauliflower and potatoes are tender.  

3. Remove from heat, cool slightly, then transfer to a 
blender and blend until smooth. Stir through the 
cream and 1/2 cup (40g) parmesan. Season to taste.  

4. Meanwhile, place the bacon and remaining 
cauliflower on one of the lined baking trays. Season 
with pepper, then drizzle with remaining 1 tablespoon 
oil and sprinkle with 2 tablespoons parmesan. Roast 
for 10-12 minutes or until crisp. Put the bread rolls 
on a separate tray, sprinkle with remaining 1/3 cup 
parmesan and bake for 2mins. 

5. Top with crispy cauliflower and bacon. Sprinkle with 
nutmeg and parsley, drizzle with oil and serve with bread.

Read, Rest & Relax!
5 FUN FACTS ABOUT SNOW 
1. All snowflakes have six sides. 

2. Snow crystals are translucent, not white. 
The white colouring is caused by 
sunlight that is reflected off the crystals. 
All visible colours are reflected, which 
together, look white. 

3. Most snowflakes fall at a speed of 60cm 
to 150cm per second, roughly the same 
speed as a person casually walking 
through a park. 

4. Official snowfall and snow depth 
measurements include snow, sleet and 
ice pellets. 

5. Did you know a blizzard can occur 
without falling snow?    
If wind speeds remain 
higher than 55km/hr 
and the visibility is also 
reduced to less than 
400m for three hours or 
more, then its classified 
as a blizzard.

Caulif lower & Parmesan Soup
WITH CRISPY BACON

Serves 4



Disclaimer: All photos and stories have been published with consent of relatives and residents involved. Thank you for your submissions.

Winter Weather 
Crossword
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 www.CrosswordWeaver.com 

 ACROSS 

 3  The process by which snow or ice changes to water. 
 7  A period of very cold winter weather that damages 

 plants. 
 8  Intensely cold temperature. 

 11  The temperature felt by the human body when wind 
 makes it feel colder than the actual temperature. 

 12  Mildly cold feeling. 
 14  Bright with sunshine. 
 16  Snowfall that is so heavy one can see little or 

 nothing on the horizon. 
 17  Ice crystals on a frozen surface; "Old Jack _______." 
 18  A large mass of snow that slides down a mountain. 

 DOWN 

 1  A standardized measure of how hot or cold it is 
 outside. 

 2  Rain that freezes as it falls. 
 4  A tool used to measure the temperature. 
 5  Water that falls to the earth in the form of rain, hail, 

 mist, sleet, or snow. 
 6  Pieces of ice falling from the sky. 
 9  A solid form of frozen water. 

 10  A storm with heavy snow, strong winds, and severe 
 cold. 

 13  Covered with snow. 
 14  A mixture of snow and water. 
 15  Precipitation in the form of small white ice crystals 

 that form inside clouds. 
 17  Thick water vapor that makes it hard to see. 

 WORD BANK:  Avalanche, blizzard, cool, fog, freeze, frigid, frost, hail, ice, melt, precipitation, 
 sleet, slush, snow, snowy, sunny, temperature, thermometer, whiteout, windchill. 




